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Uniting the Ole Miss family through quality services and programs that strengthen the 

University of Mississippi and promote a sense of belonging is the foundation on which 

all activities and programs are planned. Successful engagement is the result of strategic 

planning and cultivation of alumni, friends and students.  

 

The Alumni Association ended the fiscal year at 27,851 active members, another record 

high for membership. Our Life Membership gained 476 members ending the year at 

9,828. We added more than 500 graduates from the Class of 2017 to our active roster 

and continued the personalized brick program in the Circle. In the ninth year of the 

Sustaining Life Membership Program, 314 Life Members donated more than $85,000. 

For the third year in a row, the Alumni Association finished the fiscal year with more 

than $1 million in total membership revenue. 

 

We continued our Corporate Membership Program and completed our eighth year of 

“The Shirt” project to help enhance alumni scholarship endowments. To date, The Shirt 

has generated more than $65,000. 

 

Our “Member Zone” in Triplett Alumni Center on home football game days continues to 

be a popular member benefit with record attendance averaging 1,040 visitors per game 
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for the 2016 season. This benefit features giveaways, free refreshments and a 

comfortable place to get out of the elements for Alumni Association members. Adult 

nonmembers are asked to join the Alumni Association, or pay a $15 entry fee. 

 

The Association made great strides in expanding alumni communications and 

engagement. We launched a new social ambassador program, Social Rebs, in 

February 2017 to increase total reach across Instagram, Facebook and Twitter. The 

program is steadily growing with over 350 ambassadors, providing a total reach of 

almost 500,000 people in addition to our organic social media reach. Our mobile 

application for iOS and Android devices launched in August 2016. Purchased from from 

Mobileup Software, the app allows our alumni to receive notifications on alumni events, 

important news and other areas on interest. With more than 5,000 users, this 

engagement platform has experienced steady growth with plans on the horizon for new 

engagement features to offer campus departments, clubs, organizations and others a 

way to reach users through the Ole Miss Alumni app. The app also provides active 

members of the Alumni Association a digital membership card and a wealth of discounts 

in Mississippi and around the country. The Association’s social media platforms 

continued to see steady growth, surpassing 26,400 Facebook followers and 15,200 

Twitter followers this year. The Association’s Instagram account has seen the most 

rapid growth currently boasting 5,000 followers. Our LinkedIn account gained ground as 

well, passing 7,000 members. The Ole Miss Alumni Review magazine remains the 

primary Ole Miss news source for alumni according to almost 1,100 respondents to an 
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online survey in March with the Rebel Insider e-newsletter coming in a close second. 

 

The position of publications editor, held by Annie Rhoades, was reclassified as 

communications specialist-Alumni Affairs in March with a revised list of duties that more 

accurately reflect her responsibilities with social media and digital publications. 

 

The Alumni Association changed banks from Regions to Bancorp South in October. It 

also changed its payment gateway on how credit cards are accepted online, and have 

effectively decreased the credit card fees by 2 percent. 

 

As of July 2017 the Alumni Association had 74 active clubs across the nation. Third-

quarter figures show 25 clubs with scholarship endowments amounting to $1,758,784, 

and 23 clubs having restricted accounts amounting to $57,700. Many club leaders 

attended the annual Leadership Ole Miss conference in February and received updates 

by several campus leaders and alumni staff.  

 

The Association, in conjunction with the Athletics Department, sponsored the 

BancorpSouth Rebel Road Trip again this year in April and July. The 11 stops on the 

trip reached more than 2,300 Ole Miss alumni and friends.  Each meeting featured a 

seven-minute video and was emceed by Alumni Association Executive Director Kirk 

Purdom. The featured speakers were Chancellor Jeff Vitter, Vice Chancellor for 

Intercollegiate Athletics Ross Bjork and former Head Football Coach Hugh Freeze. The 
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Road Trip stops included Dallas, Texas; Nashville and Memphis, Tenn.; and Corinth, 

Tupelo, Olive Branch, Greenville, Pascagoula, Laurel, Oxford and Jackson in 

Mississippi. 

 

The Alumni Association once again sponsored the Ole Miss Luncheon Series featuring 

Chancellor Jeff Vitter during the spring. A combined attendance of 375 attended 

luncheons in Jackson, Tupelo and Gulfport, Miss. and Memphis, Tenn. 

 

In September the Alumni Association hosted an ice cream social for recipients of all 

scholarships awarded through the Office of Alumni Affairs. The Alumni Affairs 

professional staff serves as mentors for the scholarship recipients, with students and 

mentors required to meet at least once per semester. The Alumni Association’s 

scholarship committee met in the spring and awarded the Herb Dewees Alumni 

Association and Grove Society Scholarships to 110 new recipients. For FY18, those two 

scholarships will award $231,550 to 339 students. The Timothy W. Walsh scholarship 

was awarded to one student in the amount of $1,000. 

 

The M-Club Alumni Chapter continues to build relationships. The chapter hosted its 31st 

annual Athletic Hall of Fame Ceremony in September, with recipients including 

Clarence Daniel (track 1981-’84), Stephen Head (baseball 2003-’05), Brad Henderson 

(baseball 1996-’99), Danielle Johnson (soccer 2006-’09), Bill Smith (football 1983-’86) 

and Joe Walker (track coach 1979-’85, 1988-’12). The M-Club Alumni Chapter also 
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recognized Bill Barry (football 1970-’72) with its Lotterhos Service Award. 

 

The M-Club Alumni Chapter sponsored several student M-Club events and various 

sports and team reunions including a basketball, football baseball, soccer and softball. 

The M-Club and Manning Rooms in the Starnes Center hosted more than 2,500 M-Club 

members and guests prior to home football games. More than 300 people attended the 

annual M-Club Summer Weekend in August. 

 

Student Engagement remained an important focus this year. Several of the events the 

Association sponsored or hosted were a graduation day champagne toast; free snow 

cones; and study space during exam week. The Association hired a new position in 

September, Coordinator of Student Engagement Programs, Sunny Eicholtz, so that we 

may continue to increase the programing for our current students. 

 

The Student Alumni Council continues to build leadership skills within the 

organization and help students make lifelong connections to our alumni. This year’s 

group of 100-plus students held the 14th annual Bridging the Gap program with more 

than 200 in attendance. For the third year, they sponsored a tailgate and a community 

service project for young alumni and SAC alumni, providing additional connections 

within the group. They continued their Mentoring Project with the Alumni Board of 

Directors for the eighth year. They attended the District Three CASE-ASAP Conference 

in Florida in February and the CASE-ASAP Networking Convention in Columbus, Ohio 
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in August.  

 

The Black Alumni Advisory Council: The BAAC came up with a strategic plan to 

reengage African American Alumni. BAAC began working on tri-annual Black Alumni 

Reunion (BAR). The BAR has consistently been the most registered event that the 

Alumni Association host. The council is looking forward to larger participation and a 

variety of events to bring our alumni back to campus. This event will be held March 1-4, 

2018.  The council released the Black Alumni Newsletter in fall 2016. The council 

implemented programs so current students can network with minority alumni. 

 

The professional chapter program provides graduates from every degree an opportunity 

to connect with their schools through meetings and numerous publications. A few of the 

activities sponsored by chapters include: 

 

The Accountancy Alumni Chapter: Sponsored the annual Accountancy Awards 

Banquet and Accountancy Alumni Weekend in April with continuing education courses 

offered by alumni and faculty. The chapter also hosted several luncheons and 

receptions for Dean Mark Wilder, the accountancy intern program and the Beta Alpha 

Psi Golf Tournament as well as a pregame tailgate prior to the Auburn game. 

 

The Business Alumni Chapter: Sponsored the annual Banking and Finance 

Symposium and Career Day in October along with the Insurance and Risk Management 
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Symposium and Career Day in March. The chapter assisted the school by hosting 

several luncheons and receptions around the country for Dean Ken Cyree and his staff.  

 

The Applied Sciences Alumni Chapter: Sponsored a tailgate in the fall for alumni and 

friends with more than 100 in attendance. Elizabeth Popernik-Loden was honored as 

the 2017 Alumnus of the Year at the annual networking reception. In March a painting 

party was held at Studio Whimzy in Oxford with around 50 people in attendance and in 

December a wreath-decorating event was held at Oxford Floral, and all attendees went 

home with a wreath to decorate. The dean was introduced to over 60 alumni.  

 

The Education Alumni Chapter: Invited alumni, faculty, staff and students to the 

seventh annual Education Awards Reception in May. Robert Khayat, Jean Shaw, 

Thomas Burke, Laura Jolly and Dr. Theopolis Vincent (in memoriam) were named Hall 

of Fame recipients. The chapter sponsored a tailgate in the fall and a painting class in 

the spring. Also in December, a wreath-decorating event was held at Oxford Floral. 

Over 60 alumni attended.  

 

The Law Alumni Chapter: Fall and spring receptions in Jackson were held to celebrate 

those being sworn in as members of the Mississippi Bar. The fall event was held at 

Thalia Mara Hall, and the spring event was in the Supreme Court’s Carroll Gartin 

Justice Building. The Law Alumni Chapter hosted alumni receptions in Atlanta, Jackson 

and Gulfport featuring interim dean Debbie Bell. Law Weekend 2017 celebrated the 
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reunions of the classes of 1960, 1967, 1977, 1992, 1997 and 2007. The weekend 

started with the Legal Legacy Luncheon celebrating law alumni who graduated 50 or 

more years ago. The annual Law Alumni Cookout was held at the Robert C. Khayat 

Law Center. The 2017 Law Alumni Hall of Fame class included Raymond L. Brown, 

David W. Houston III, Joseph R. Meadows, William A. Pepper, Jr. and Robert A. 

Weems. A UM law alumni luncheon was held at the annual meeting of the Mississippi 

Bar in Destin, and the 2017 Law Alumna of the Year award was presented to Deborah 

H. Bell. 

 

The Pharmacy Alumni Chapter: Fred’s Pharmacy, Cardinal Health, Walgreens and 

Morris Dickson sponsored football tailgates for pharmacy alumni, faculty, staff, students 

and friends in front of Faser Hall. The Pharmacy Alumni Chapter hosted receptions for 

alumni, faculty, staff and students at various professional conferences. In April, 

Pharmacy Weekend celebrated reunions for the classes of 1957, 1967, 1977, 1987, 

1997, and 2007. Honored this year as Distinguished Alumnus of the Year was Dr. Alan 

B. McKay. The Scholarship Golf Tournament attracted students, alumni, faculty, and 

sponsors and netted $7,920.  

 

The Engineering Alumni Chapter: Hosted several off-campus alumni events for Dean 

Cheng and his staff and assisted in bringing alumni back to campus to speak to 

students in the classroom. The annual Engineering Awards Banquet held in April 

honored students, alumni and faculty for their accomplishments.  
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The Meek School of Journalism Alumni Chapter: Dennis Moore was selected as the 

Samuel S. Talbert Silver Em award recipient for 2016. The Silver Em is the university’s 

highest award for journalism. The school also held tailgates for alumni before each 

home game. 

 

Several reunions attracted alumni back to campus this year. The annual 50 Year Class 

Reunion was held in May, honoring the classes of 1966, 1967 and 1968 with more than 

100 in attendance.  

 

Other events the Association either sponsored or participated in included the Grove 

Society Founders program, the 25-Year Faculty and Staff Awards Luncheon, Grad Fair 

in Oxford, along with graduation dinners on the Desoto, Tupelo and Grenada 

campuses. The Association also participated in and sponsored Mississippi on the Mall 

in Washington, D.C., the Mississippi Picnic in Atlanta and the SEC picnic in Denver, 

Colo. Our Alumni Travel program “Rebel Travelers” hosted 33 trips this year with 125 

Alumni and friends participating. 

 

Homecoming and the Distinguished Alumni Awards Ceremony were successful. 

Inductees into the Alumni Hall of Fame for 2016 were: David E. Brevard of Tupelo; Dr. 

James L. Cox of Atlanta; Thomas C. Meredith of Oxford; Thomas J. “Sparky” Reardon 

of Oxford; and Constance Slaughter-Harvey of Forest. T. Michael Glenn of Memphis 
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received the Alumni Service Award, and Patrick Woodyard of Nashville, Tennessee, 

received the Outstanding Young Alumni Award. 

 

Officers for the Alumni Association this year are President Hal Moore, President Elect 

Bobby Bailess, Vice President Leon Collins and Athletic Committee members Deano 

Orr and Andy Kilpatrick. Immediate Past President is Eddie Maloney. 

 

Several improvements were made to The Inn at Ole Miss this year.  New carpet was 

installed in the hallways of the original section of the hotel and also the second and third 

floors of the tower in August. We also joined Expedia in August to gain more of an 

online presence. 

 

We switched over to DirecTV in December. This has given our guests a better 

experience than cable. 

 

The Inn was recognized this spring by Trip Advisor with a Certificate of Excellence.  

 

In April, it was mutually decided between the Alumni Association and Aramark that the 

partnership was no longer working. Aramark’s last day was June 30, and the Inn took 

over the food and beverage operation July 1. A new position, Event Manager, was 

created to oversee the meeting and banquet spaces. This position was filled by 

Gwendolyn Turner. 
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We also created a Marketing Manager position and Assistant Superintendent of 

Custodial Services. These positions were filled by Liz Lancaster McIntyre and Kathleen 

Webb respectively. 

 

Other new employees at the Inn are Sammy Lanier as a shuttle driver and Jackie 

Womack, Josie Turner, Anthonee Monson and KC Kelley in the housekeeping 

department. 

 

All of the programs and services listed for this fiscal year lend value to the total “Alumni 

Experience” and help strengthen The University of Mississippi by establishing and 

maintaining positive, supportive relationships among our alumni and friends. 


